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‘OPPORTUNITIES sought’ by
interacting with other mission agencies

Keith Dyde in the green cap

OPPORTUNITIES

and ‘opportunities taken’ are phrases
that reflect the contributions from two
of our Evangelists. Both indicate clearly
how God also uses non-Church Army
activities in a series of events in His
chain of love to link people with Jesus
Christ. Area initiatives, such as Walk
Wessex organised by Through Faith
Missions in the Winchester Diocese,
can reap a harvest when combined
with individual and local witness.

A Chance Encounter
We prayed together and gave each other a hug

T

here are times in ministry when
you are in the right place at the
right time. In this case, it was
9.00 in the morning as I was unlocking the
double doors on the “WHEELS” trailer and
noticing somebody taking an interest in the
text posters on display. I asked Tony (not his
real name) if he was feeling a bit Monday-ish?
He said “Yes” but felt that God had led him
this way from the Hostel where he lived.
During our conversation, I discovered that
Tony had a living relationship with Jesus
although there had been many trials and
tribulations in his journey. He had just
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Being well placed, I was able to provide a series
of events for the mission team and members of
the congregations with opportunities to ‘get
out to where the people are’. My aim was to
Shareit!

The Walk Wessex Team arrived and so I
invited Tony to join us in our Bible Study.
His eyes lit up, a broad toothless smile
appeared upon his face and he accepted with
enthusiasm. We soon noticed that he had a
good knowledge of the Bible, that Jesus was in
every part of his life and he gave of himself
openly. He shared his life experiences, which
were painful, but also his joys when Jesus
became his Friend and Saviour. Tony longed
to give up smoking so we prayed that the

‘Get out to
where the
people are’

t was my privilege to be coordinator for our parish on ‘Walk
Wessex’ in the Bournemouth area
from 17-25 May. As I had been on a similar
activity in 1996, I valued again the opportunity
to interact with other Christian groups.
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finished breakfast, longed to have fellowship
with other Christians and this was the answer
to his prayer.

reach as many people as possible and to
motivate the churches to make the very best
of this great opportunity while we had it.
There were BBQs, coffee mornings, shared
lunches and teas and special events for house
groups, playgroups, lunch clubs and the like.
The Walk Wessex team members were
fantastic. They were so focused on evangelism
and never let a chance of speaking about
the Gospel go by. I invited the team to our
regular men’s breakfast, where Ricky, a retired
chef, has been cooking for us for over a year.
Although not a Christian, he always listened
to the guest speaker and therefore had
heard the message of Jesus many times.
There was a special guest service for the
final Sunday at our biggest church, St
Saviour's, and I took Ricky along. Our
Andy Falconbridge (on the left) with Ricky
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in our Bible Studies
every day and became part of the family,
making tea and serving others. He was always
prepared to share his faith and, though not
holding back, knew that sometimes he should
have been more sensitive. I remember him
saying that he was so fortunate that he did not
have to give up any possessions to follow Jesus
because he did not have any and was therefore
free from materialism.
On occasions, I would catch Tony having a
quick ‘fag’. We would laugh together and talk
about temptation, how the devil attacks at
times when we least expect it and what a fight
that can be for us to endure.
Tony knew the passage about the whole
Armour of God and would claim that Armour
and put it on each day of his life.
The final day dawned when I had to say
goodbye to my friend and brother and, as we
prayed together and gave each other a hug, we
knew that our paths would cross again through
a “CHANCE ENCOUNTER”.
We left Tony in capable hands and, hopefully,
through the help of friends in the church,
Tony would find a Fellowship that would
welcome, support and love him in the way that
he had discovered on the “WHEELS”.
Keith Dyde

team leader spoke on the Good Samaritan and
made an appeal. To my great pleasure, Ricky
responded and gave himself to the Lord.
What a fantastic finale to the busy week.
The team also joined with us to launch
Townsend Local Church (TLC). We now
run this as a church plant each Thursday and
Ricky is there each week. Wonderfully, we are
steadily introducing more and more local
people to worship and the gospel. God is
good to me.
Andy Falconbridge

