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On paper all seemed quite easy. It
was a beautiful March day, but I
was nervous as I made my way to

the Headquarters of 19 Mech. Brigade. I
drove to Catterick Garrison along a road
lined with daffodils and in a car lent to me
by Peggy Boynes. I would be working with
the Soldiers, Airmen’s and Sailors’ Readers’
Association (SASRA), taking school
assemblies, hospital visiting and contacting
other regiments. I began to wonder what
else the next four weeks would have in
store for me.

My first shock was living in an Officers’
Mess and coping with formal and informal
dress. Before leaving my room for my first
evening dinner, I prayed for God to send
me someone to talk to. I was joined at the
table by an Officer who was very talkative
and shared with me that he had been
involved in getting Bibles into China. An
answered prayer!

During my second visit to a psychiatric
hospital, I was talking to a patient in the
communal area when a young man joined
us. The patient I was visiting left but the
young man stayed. Then he said:  “I went
to the chapel today but I am sure God was
wondering what I was doing there, wasting
His time.” I answered:  “Had you ever
thought that God was waiting for you to
come and talk to Him and was wondering

what had taken you so long?”

The young man said he had never thought
of it like that before and, as he began to
think about it, his face just lit up. Our
conversation continued for another half
hour or so. We parted with my agreeing to
pray for him and left wondering what those
answered prayers would have meant to him.
I still think about him and wonder how he
is getting on. He is in God’s hands now.

The placement on a personal level was
about testing my call to work with the
Armed Forces. This type of work has been
on my heart for a long time and I went to
Catterick hoping I would hate it but I came
away having loved it. The placement has
surprised and challenged me in ways I
had never expected. It was probably the

most rewarding placement I had 
in college.

Val Thom

“Hi. Would you like to meet my friend?
Kids, meet “Bumpy the Bus”!”

This is my opening line in a primary
school assembly.   In the next 15
minutes, through stories and games,

we explore the good news of Jesus or
issues of Christian morality.   The fun

vehicle (pardon the pun)
is friendly “Bumpy the
Bus”.

Inspired by the actual
Church Army bus,
“Bumpy” is an
attractive and fun
character that
appeals to children
up to 10 years of

age. They really seem to 

love Bumpy and the effect is amplified with
kids who have personal experience of the real
Church Army bus. 

Jamie and Scott are two six year olds who
looked forward to each visit of the Bus to
their council estate in Northallerton, North
Yorkshire. They would drive their parents
crazy on days when we were due. We
introduced the boys to the Bumpy the Bus
character when we gave them each a T-shirt
with the picture on the front. They wore
them every week we came. We had to
make some more for other kids as they
were so popular.

Fun and light-hearted ways that help us to
communicate the gospel and share God’s love
with younger children, are invaluable. 
In “Bumpy the Bus”, I see a fun way of
communicating the gospel through a 

character that kids love. I am hoping to
produce a full colour glossy story book style
gospel tract to give away to children.   I
published the tract story on my website with
some pictures and was excited when non-
Christian parents told me they read it to their
children as a bedtime story!   

But to develop further this material and
produce the story book I now need support.
Can you offer expertise in producing
computer graphic models, publishing books,
prayer for guidance and inspiration for the
future and especially funds for a virtual model
of Bumpy?

For further information visit
www.bumpythebus.co.uk

Nick Green

Prayer R
equest

Pray for Nick and his

family that they stay
 close

to the Lord and trust Him

in all th
ings. Also pray

that God would empower,

guide and inspire Nick for

the future work to which

he has been called
.

Prayer RequestPray for Val that as she begins her
new role as a Community Evangelist
in the Upper Shankill Road, Belfast
that whilst working with people in
the local community, she may help
them to find God in a way that is

relevant to where they are.

An answered prayer!An answered prayer!

A fun & light-hearted way to 
communicate the gospel to Children
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